The Petition Process - The Steps and Variables

Petition Filed

Title 34 Oklahoma Statutes

Proponent(s) file Petition
with Secretary of State (§ 8.A)
and ballot title (separate sheet
of paper (§ 9.A) with AG

Notice of Filing
Published
Secretary of State publishes
notice of filing in
one (1) newspaper
Includes notice that a
citizen may protest
constitutionality. (§ 8.B)

Citizen
Review

Numerical
Sufficiency

Signature
Gathering

Any citizen may file a protest
Proponents must submit signatures
by written notice to the Supreme Court
to Secretary of State for counting
and to the Proponent(s) within
within 90 days after 10 day protest period
10 business days after publication expires or determination of constitutionality
by Supreme Court, whichever is later
and shall file a copy with the
Secretary of State (§ 8.C)

Ballot Title

The Supreme Court makes
the determination of the
numerical sufficiency or insufficiency
of the signatures (§ 8.G)

Secretary of State shall file
a copy of the proponent’s
ballot title with the AG (§ 8.H)

Notice of Ballot
Sufficiency

Governor
Notified

Secretary of State publishes
notice of filing in
one (1) newspaper (§ 8.B)

May set
special election

Proponent

Supreme Court

Protestant

Secretary of State

Election
Not less than
70 days
26 O.S. § 12-116

Within 5 business days
the AG reviews ballot title for legal correctness (§ 9.D)
and notifies Secretary of State in writing of opinion
Within 10 business days
the AG shall submit revised ballot title (§ 9.D.1)

If Legality
is Protested

Rule Against
Legality

Petition
Dead
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If Signatures
are Challenged

If Wording is
Objected to

Supreme Court Rule 1.194 provides:

Legality
Determined

Validity
Determined

A person dissatisfied with
wording of ballot title may,
within 10 business days,
appeal to the Supreme Court by
Petition which must offer substitute
Ballot Title (§ 10.A)

Proceedings in the Supreme Court to determine protests
or objections to initiative and referendum petitions shall
be commenced and proceed in accordance with the
procedures set out in 34 O.S. § 8.

The Supreme Court issues order
setting briefing schedule and
determines legality of Petition

Any such objection must be filed
within 10 business days after
publication and must relate only to
the validity or number of signatures

Rule For
Legality

Rule Against
Validity

Petition
Dead

Rule For
Validity

- this may be the original petitioner,
who objects to the AG’s revision
- the burden is on the party challenging
ballot title

Revised Ballot Title
Determined

The proceeding shall be treated as an original action and
the parties shall be afforded a trial de novo. In re Initiative
Petition 281, State Ques. No. 441, 1967 OK 230, 434
P.2d 941. If factual issues are raised, the Court may
assign the matter to a referee.
The Court may issue directions when the procedure is
not set out in 34 O.S. § 8, in this Rule, or in Part VI of
these Rules.

